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VERNON  K.  HALLOWS ,  M.S.I.A 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1955.  Inasfar  as  statistics  of  births  and 
deaths  can  be  accepted  as  an  index  of  the  peoples’  health,  one  can  at 
least  say  that  they  reveal  nothing  seriously  wrong  or  anything  which 
cannot  be  accounted  for  by  the  expected  yearly  fluctuations  in  such 
statistics  when  applied  to  small  population  groups. 

It  is  perhaps  noteworthy  that  over  70%  of  the  registered  deaths 
relating  to  persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  This  is  a  reflection  of 
the  fact  that  more  and  more  people  are  attaining  an  age  previously 
considered  old.  Many  factors  are  responsible,  not  the  least  being  the 
advances  in  preventive  and  curative  medicine  in  drawing  the  fangs  of 
many  infectious  diseases  which  previously  bit  deeply  into  the  ranks  of 
infants,  children  and  young  adults.  The  two  principle  cases  of  death, 
accounting  between  them  for  70%  of  all  deaths,  were  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulatory  system  and  cancer.  Although  this  is  due  largely 
to  more  people  living  to  ages  when  such  diseases  take  toll,  increasing 
evidence  is  being  accumulated  to  show  that  other  subsidiary  factors 
such  as  atmospheric  pollution  may  also  play  a  part.  In  this  latter 
connection,  there  is  room  for  the  action  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
stimulated  by  legislation  now  impending. 

Although  the  total  notified  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
was  high,  no  death  resulted.  Measles  and  dysentery  together  accounted 
for  the  bulk  of  the  notifications.  The  latter  disease,  usually  mild 
and  rarely  fatal,  nevertheless  can  cause  much  disorganisation  in  the 
community  because  of  its  infectivity  and  rapid  spread.  Unfortunately, 
no  real  satisfactory  medical  treatment  is  as  yet  available  and  the  only 
effective  remedy  against  spread  is  the  general  recognition  by  the  public 
at  large  of  the  need  for  maintaining  strict  rules  of  personal  and 
communal  hygiene.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  for  the  sixth 
successive  year,  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  lack  of  familiarity  will  not  breed  contempt  to  the 
extent  of  neglecting  the  immunisation  measures  which  have  brought  this 
about.  During  the  year,  supplies  of  a  combined  vaccination  against 
both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  were  made  available  in  the  Child 
Welfare  clinics  as  well  as  to  the  family  doctors. 

I  would  here  welcome  Mr.  V.  1L  Hallows,  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
took  up  this  appointment  during  the  year,  following  Mr,  Cayton’s 
resignation.  Confronted  with  a  formidable  slum  clearance  programme 
and  altogether  disproportionate  burden  of  neat  inspection,  lir.  Hallows 
has,  despite  all  his  other  commitments,  completed  a  programme  which 
would  have  defeated  most.  His  efforts  deserve  more  than  mere  verbal 
appreciation. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Conmittee 
for  their  interest  and  support  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  ever  willing  help  and  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  P.  O’ GRADY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A. 


General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  2,149 

Population  - 

Census  <951  14,772 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  1955  14,430 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1955  4,996 

Rateable  Value  £94,814 

Sun  represented  by  penny  rate  £445 


Vital  Statistics 


1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Livebirths 

No. 

191 

192 

213 

209 

196 

Adj.  Rate 

13.9 

13.9 

14.4 

14.0 

13.0 

Deaths 

No. 

191 

174 

146 

226 

225 

Adj.  Rate 

13.6 

12.4 

10. 4 

15.9 

15.7 

Stillbirths 

No. 

2 

5 

7 

4 

5 

Rate 

IQ 

25 

32 

19 

25 

Maternal 

No. 

— , 

MB 

Mortality 

Rate 

mm 

Infant 

No. 

6 

5 

5 

11 

9 

Mortality 

46 

Rate 

31 

26 

23 

53 

Neonatal 

No. 

3 

4 

3 

6 

7 

Mortality 

36 

Rate 

16 

.. 

21 

14 

29 

4 


DEATHS 


Cause 

l 

1 

M 

F 

1955 

Total 

1 1 954 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasms  - 

Stomach 

4 

1 

5 

3 

8 

8 

7 

Lung  &  Bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

4 

2 

5 

3 

Breast 

- 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Uterus 

- 

6 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Other 

12 

9 

21 

14 

17 

13 

11 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

t 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

5 

20 

25 

25 

13 

28 

25 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

1 1 

4 

15 

14 

11 

1 4 

21 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

- 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

25 

42 

45 

31 

59 

59 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

3 

11 

7 

4 

8 

5 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

13 

Pneumonia 

6 

7 

13 

2 

2 

5 

1 1 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

7 

15 

10 

19 

21 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

2 

t 

Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

5 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

12 

11 

23 

21 

23 

30 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

- 

3 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

-  -  -  -  - 

- 

— 

1 

Totals 

92 

99 

191 

174 

148 

226 

225 

1 - r 

Ages 

\ 

M 

p 

I 

1955 

Total 

1954 

Total 

— 

1953 

Total 

_ 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Total 

Under  1 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

11 

9 

1  -  2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

5-15 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

15  -  25 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

— 

25  -  45 

2 

1 

3 

13 

6 

13 

12 

45  -  65 

25 

12 

37 

50 

47 

56 

61 

65  -  75 

28 

33 

61 

53 

45 

72 

72 

Over  75 

34 

49 

83 

50 

40 

69 

64 

Others 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5. 

SECTION  S. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

The  number  of  cases  of  disease  notified  was  52d,  a  very  sharp  rise 
on  those  of  the  previous  two  years.  The  increase  consisted  entirely 
of  cases  of  neasles  and  dysentery,  in  fact  all  other  diseases  amounted 
to  a  mere  24  and  there  were  13  cases  of  food  poisoning.  3  were  isolated 
occurrences  of  salmonella  typhi-nuriun,  two  occurring  in  the  sane  street 
with  an  interval  of  three  months  between,  but  despite  all  investigation 
no  connection  between  the  three  could  be  established.  Tne  remainder 
were  the  after  effects  of  a  Christmas  supper  at  an  adult  Education  Centre. 
In  this  latter  both  staph,  aureus  and  Clostridun  welchii  organisms  were 
isolated  but  such  were  the  differing  types  that  the  outbreaks  could  not 
be  said  to  be  due  to  either.  However  the  sane  old  story  of  faulty 
storage  cane  to  light.  The  turkey  was  prepared  and  roasted  one  day 
and  reheated  the  next  after  storage  in  the  atnosphere  of  a  domestic 
kitchen,  and  t,.us,  though  proof  was  lacking,  no  doubt  the  outbreak  could 
be  ascribed  to  this.  There  'were  261  cases  of  measles  and  222  cases  of 
dysentery  notified.  Whooping  cough  cases  dropped  from  44  in  1954  to 
only  3  cases  during  this  year. 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  -  the  sixth  successive 
year,  and  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Cases 

Notified 

1 

1 

0 

> 

0 

r  j  r-l 

0  c3 

Eh  +■> 

•H 

OQ  Qu 

rn 

i1 

j 

; 

Years 

CD 

A 

-1-1 

1 

in 

in 

d 

+3 

O 

E-> 

s+ 

i 

Q 

i 

i 

m 

1 

in 

1 

0 

1 

in 

1 

in 

CM 

1 

in 

vr 

Eh 

CD 

> 

O 

in 

Total  cas< 
to  Eos 

[Total  Deal 

in 

CTn 

c3 

+> 

O 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

3 

6 

5 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

16 

10 

Ideas  les 

13 

72 

69 

103 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

261 

;  66 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

44 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

- 

— 

- 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Leningococcal 

— 

*• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Infection 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

10 

60 

46 

57 

5 

15 

23 

5 

1 

18 

- 

222 

32 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

2 

1 

— 

13 

— 

Total 

24 

137 

122 

167 

7 

18 

27 

15 

3 

24 

- 

520 

ii  60 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

- | 

— - - 

DEATHS 

i 

Total 

Respiratcry 

Non- 

Respimatoryj 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Cases 

1 

M 

F 

LI 

M 

F 

I! 

F 

F 

Years 

- 

1 

1 

0  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1  - 

- 

— 

- 

{ 

-  I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

5  - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

— 

10  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

15  - 

— 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

20  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

7 

25  - 

— 

— 

- 

,  - 

- 

— 

- 

- 

6 

10 

35  - 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

9 

45  - 

1 

1 

- 

I  _ 

- 

- 

- 

6 

3 

55  - 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

— 

65  - 
75  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

” . 

— 

- 

— 

2 

6 

3 

1 

- 

1 

! 

- 

— 

49 

34 

Totals 

9 

1 

t 

1 

1 

_ 

" 

83 

. .  J  .  /  .  i  * 


6. 


SECTION  C. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

The  Lancashire  County  Council,  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of 
personal  health  services.  These  services,  e.g. 

Ambulance  Hone  Help 

Care  of  School  Children  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Care  of  the  Aged  Mental  Health 

District  Nurse  Midwifery 

Health  Visitor  Welfare 

are  administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service  Scheme  by  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  14  through  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
"Tylon" ,  Middleton  Road,  Chadderton.  (Tel:  MAIn  6250. 

Hospital  facilities  are  provided  and  maintained  through  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Management  Committees  without 
regard  to  local  authority  boundaries. 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  samples  of  milk, 
ice-cream,  water  and  other  foods  is  undertaken,  without  charge  to  the 
Council,  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  10. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  responsible  for  the  whole  of  those 
matters  likely  to  affect  or  be  concerned  with  the  maintenance  of  high 
standards  of  environmental  health.  These  include; - 


Inspection  of  houses  re  fitness  for  human  habitation 

Control  of  Infectious  Disease  (including  food 
poisoning) 

Control  of  slaughtering  facilities  and 
inspection  of  meat. 

Control  of  food  and  food  preparing  premises 

Provision  of  suitable  water  supplies 

Detection  and  prevention  of  nuisances 

Prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution 

Control  of  rodent  and  insect  infestations 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  refuse 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  to 
houses,  shops,  factories  and  other  premises 

Provision  of  public  conveniences 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  ny  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  and  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  1955. 

The  year  was  eventful.  Firstly  there  was  the  transfer  to  the 
department  of  a  pupil  assistant;  secondly  there  was  a  change  of  Sanitary 
Inspector,  ny  arrival  here  dating  from  the  13th  June,  1955;  thirdly 
there  was  the  representation  of  three  clearance  areas  involving  ?i  houses, 
and  lastly  there  was  the  consideration  of  tse  complete  reorganisation 
of  the  department.  Unfortunately  the  last  item  did  not  materialise 
but  there  is  growing  recognition  that  the  present  Health  Department 
organisation  is  strained. 

The  most  important  work  aspect  was  the  planning  of  the  campaign  for 
the  clearance  of  the  old  houses  in  the  area.  A  total  of  516  houses 
(over  1($  of  the  total  number  of  houses)  are  thought  to  be  completely 
beyond  any  reasonable  remedial  efforts.  This  total  was  considered  in 
relation  to  the  area  and  it  was  decided  to  form  two  separate  schedules  - 
one  lists  fourteen  clearance  areas  containing  3D8  houses  and  the  second 
208  houses  in  single  order  of  priority.  The  scheme  is  to  work  the  two 
lists  together,  new  buildings  being  used  to  rehouse  from  the  clearance 
area  schedule,  and  re-lets  in  all  council  estates  being  allotted  to 
houses  singly  represented  from  the  second  schedule  -  and  it  has  worked. 

The  first  three  clearance  areas  involving  71  houses  were  represented 
and  declared  in  October,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1?  single  houses 
had  been  represented  and  demolition  and/or  closing  orders  made. 

Included  in  these  single  houses  were  the  last  remaining  house-let-in- 
lodgings  and  the  last  remaining  common  lodging  house  in  the  district, 
the  occupants  of  which  were  not  rehoused  by  the  Council.  One  vigorous 
battle  being  fought  as  a  result  of  single  house  representation  is  the 
request  to  use  old  premises  for  purposes  other  than  housing  -  this  has 
to  be  opposed  at  the  moment  because  the  first  representations  concern 
premises  likely  to  be  dangerous. 

The  three  slaughterhouses  continued  their  full-time  working,  making 
daily  visits  essential  and  the  throughput  of  these  slaughterhouses 
remained  at  the  exceptionally  high  level,  for  such  a  small  area,  of  625 
animals  per  week,  52  weeks  to  the  year.  None  of  the  slaughterhouses 
were  found  to  my  liking  and  large  scale  alterations  to  the  lairages  of 
one  were  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  promised  regulations 
will  no  doubt  entail  even  larger  scale  alterations  at  the  remaining  two. 

One  sad  report  -  there  was  no  time  available  to  visit  shops, 
factories  and  workplaces.  Shops  will  receive  very  intimate  attention 
during  1956  when  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  implemented  but 
factories  and  workplaces  may  have  to  wait  yet  another  year. 

May  I  express  to  you,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the 
officials,  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  co-operation  extended  to  me, 
since  ny  arrival  here,  without  which  it  would  not  have  been  possible 
to  achieve  even  the  little  the  Department  has  managed. 


VERNON  K.  HALLOWS, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Sewage  is  treated  at  the  Council's  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Streetbridge  in  detritus  and  precipitation  tanks,  afterwards  passing 
through  percolating  filters  to  humus  tanks  and  thence  the  effluent  is 
discharged  into  the  River  Irk.  Sludge  drying  beds  are  provided.  The 
only  areas  of  the  district  without  a  proper  drainage  system  are  isolated 
farm  communities. 


No  extension  of  the  sewerage  scheme  occurred  during  the  year. 


Factories 


10  visits  to  factories  were  made  and  3  cases  of  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  accommodation  found.  Notices  requesting  the  necessary 
alterations  and  improvements  "were  sent  in  each  case. 


Lodging-houses 

Following  the  survey  of  the  district  for  slum  clearance  purposes 
the  one  common  lodging  house  and  the  one  house-let-in-lodgings  in  the 
district  were  fully  inspected  and  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  house-let-in-lodgings  has  been  don  dished  and  the  site 
cleared.  The  lodging  house  will  shortly  be  demolished. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Carrying  and  Cleansing  Committee  controls  the  public  cleansing 
department  which  maintains  a  seven  day  collection  service  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  Disposal  is  by  tipping  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  a  tractor  was  purchased  to  help  the  control  of  the  tip.  The 
purchase  of  land  to  extend  the  present  tip  has  also  been  completed. 

Dustbins  are  replaced  by  the  Council,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the 
Rate  ^und.  477  dustbins  were  supplied  during  the  year  under  this 

replacement  scheme. 


Rodent  Control 


The  work  of  rodent  control  greatly  increased  during  the  year. 

76  infestations  were  recorded  and  treated  as  against  19  of  the  previous 
year.  It  is  felt  that  this  does  not  indicate  any  tremendous  increase 
in  the  population  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  district,  but  is  more  an 
indication  of  the  greater  awareness  by  the  public  of  the  facilities 
available  with  therefore  more  numerous  complaints.  It  also  indicates 
that  more  time  should  be  made  available  for  survey  work  by  the  part- 
time  operator,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  employment  of  this 
operator  for  a  half  day  every  day  was  under  consideration. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  manholes  in  the  district  were  re¬ 
grouped  for  treatment  purposes  and  one  half  of  the  district  fully 
treated.  Of  the  2?2  manholes  treated,  85  showed  a  complete  take  - 
a  rather  high  percentage  probably  reflecting  the  dry  summer. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

Cf  the  4996  houses  in  the  district  less  than  one  per  cent  are  not 
on  the  water  carriage  system.  But  this  does  not  show  a  satisfactory 
state  for  there  remain  732  waste  water  closets  and  there  are  still 
far  too  many  houses  using  a  shared  waterclo3et  situate  in  communal  backs. 
The  first  clearance  schemes  now  commenced  will  remove  some  of  these 
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latter  but  progress  is  far  far  too  slow.  Thirty  waste  water  closets 


were  converted  during  the  year. 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  7 
No.  of  pail  closets  3t 
No.  of  waste  water  closets  732 
No. of  fresh  water  closets  4500 
No.  of  moveable  dustbins  5200 


Shops  and  Offices 

Very  little  time  was  available  for  routine  shop  and  office  work  with 
the  result  that  only  47  visits  were  made.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year 
nay  see  an  increase  in  the  time  that  can  be  made  available  for  this 
essentially  important  work. 


Smoke  Abatement 


The  authority  co-operates  in  the  joint  scheme  for  the  investigation 
of  atmospheric  pollution  in  that  two  lead  peroxide  gauges  are  installed 
in  the  district. 

Otherwise  4  observations  were  made  of  chimneys  in  the  area  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  issue  one  statutory  notice  concerning  smoke 

emission. 

Pending  legislation  will  give  this  authority  power  to  deal  with 
smoke  nuisances  and  with  the  co-operation  of  mill  management  and 
personnel  manning  the  equipment  there  will  no  doubt  be  a  decidedly 
improved  atmosphere  resulting  in  improved  health. 


Swimming  Baths 

The  public  swimming  baths  in  the  centre  of  the  district  maintain 
their  popularity  and  so  remain  worthy  of  constant  attention.  Two 
unsatisfactory  water  samples  were  taken  but  these  were  due  to  absence 
of  chlorine  following  non-delivery  of  fresh  supplies  at  the  expected 

time. 


Water  Supply 

In  general  the  area  receives  a  piped  water  supply  from  Oldham 
Corporation.  This  supply  of  upland  surface  water  has  not  occasioned 
one  complaint  during  the  year.  There  are  still  some  isolated  places 
where  residents  have  to  rely  on  surface  water  springs  supplying  sumps 
from  which  water  must  be  carried  in  buckets. 
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Summary  of  Visits 

Common  lodging  houses  12 

Drainage  87 

Dustbins  -  defective  477 

Dwellinghouses  -  Housing  Acts  580 

-  Infectious  disease  49 

-  Public  Health  Acts  482 

-  Verminous  conditions  13 

Factories  10 

Food  Poisoning  15 

Food  control  -  Bakehouses  12 

-  Butchers  8 

-  Fish  Fryers  2 

-  Ice  Cream  7 

-  Licensed  premises  1 

-  Milk  7 

-  Preparation  premises  8 

-  Shops  -  others  1 1 

Houses-let-in-lodgings  5 

Refuse  tips  10 

Rodent  Control  33 

Shops  47 

Slaughterhouses  1 ,277 

Smoke  Abatement  4 

Swimming  Baths  5 

Waste  Yfaterclosets  38 

Water closets  11 

"later  Supply  3 
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Supoary  of  Defects  Repedied 


Defective  ceilings 
"  doors 

"  drains 

"  eavesgutters 

"  fireplaces  and  flues 
"  floors 

"  rainwater  pipes 

"  roofs 

"  sanitary  pails 

11  sashcords 

"  sinks 

"  stairs 

"  walls  (brickwork) 

”  walls  (wallplaster ) 

M  wastepipes 

"  waterclosets 

”  water  supply 

"  windows 


12 

6 

13 

4- 

5 

8 

2 

21 

1 

10 

3 

3 

6 

22 

2 

8 

5 

7 


Summary  of  Rodent  Control  Work 


(1)  ! 

(2)  ! 

(5)  j 

(4)  , 

(5) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  other 
including 
Business 
Premises 

Total  of 
Cols. (a 

(2)  &(3) 

Agri¬ 
cultural  | 

I. 

Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

8 

4829 

975 

5812 

20 

II. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  result  of: 
(a)  Notification 

8 

44 

22 

74 

2 

_ .  ....  1 

(b)  Survey  under  the 

Act 

- 

2 

2 

2 

(e)  Otherwise 

- 

- 

- 

- 

f 

_  1 

i 

i 

III 

.Number  of  properties 
inspected 

found  to  be  infested  by: 

i 

i 

<a>  Bat.  £i°p 

ii.mor 

3 

19 

15 

37 

2 

(b)  Kice 

Minor 

5 

25 

7 

37 

- 

IV. 

Number  of  infested 
properties 
treated  by  L.  A. 

8 

44 

22 

74 

2 

SECTION  a. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Food  Premises 


56  visits  were  made  to  various  food  premises  during  the  year. 

This  reflects  the  great  amount  of  time  that  had  to  be  devoted  to  housing 
and  meat  inspection  during  the  period,  and  with  the  constantly  recurring 
emphasis  on  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  is  not  a  happy 
state  of  affairs.  Every  food  premises  should  be  regularly  visited  as 
a  matter  of  routine  but  this  is  an  impossibility  with  the  present 
organisation  within  the  Department. 

The  following  are  the  various  types  of  premises  in  the  district 


where  food  is  prepared  or  sold:- 

Type  of  business  No. 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  52 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  It 

Fishmongers  5 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  etc.)  26 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  34 

Fried  fish  shops  14 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 
minerals,  etc.  31 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens 
restaurants,  etc.  56 

Others  6 

H  o  1  I  '  ^  D 

Milk  Supply 

Milk  distributors  80 

Pasteurised  milk  licences  18 

Sterilised  milk  licences  60 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  licences  17 

Supplementary  licences  -  pasteurised  milk  20 

-  sterilised  milk  19 


tuberculin  tested  milk  20 


Sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  and  1  am  informed  no  legal  action  was  necessary  during 

the  year. 


Sampling  of  Food 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  within  the  district;- 

A  total  of  74  samples  was  obtained,  of  these  54  were  of 
milk  (this  total  includes  five  Channel  Island  Milks)  and 


the  20  others  comprised:- 

\  Glauber’3  salt 

1  Milk  and  malt  beverage 

2  Pepper,  white 

1  Aspirin  tablets 
1  Compound  glauber's  salt 
tablets 

1  Amnoniated  tincture  of 
quinine 

1  Ice  lollies 

2  Tea 

1  Jelly  with  fruit,  bottled 


1  Baking  powder 

2  Curry  powder 

1  Cod  liver  oil 
1  Fish  paste 

1  Sponge  cake  and  sponge 
pudding  mixture,  sweetened 
•  Pudding  mixture,  sweetened 
1  Pickles 

1  Pickled  beetroot 
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All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following: - 


Sample 


Result  of  Analysis 


Action  Taken 


1  annoniated  tincture 
of  quinine 


1  formal  nil!: 

1  foraal  nilk 

1  informal  nilk 
1  foraal  nilk 

1  fornal  Channel 
Islands  nilk 


Aononia  0.77%  w/v.  Deficient  Vendor  connunicated 
0.08%  of  the  nininun  amount  with 
of  annonia. 


Deficient  20%  fat  and  slightly) 
low  in  solids-not-f at.  ) 

Genuine,  but  slightly  low  in  ?  ®GD*  vend°r;. 

solide-not-fnt.  Tendor  n0tlfl6d 

/ 

Deficient  10%  fat  ) 


Deficient  2.7%  solids-not-fat.  Vendor  cautioned 
The  freezing  point  indicated  and  further  sample 
the  presence  of  0.5%  obtained, 

extraneous  water 


Fat  content  only  3.85% 


Ministry  of 
Agriculture , 
Fisheries  and 
Food  notified. 


Unsound  Food 


The  following  foodstuffs  were 
examination: - 

Barrelled  sauerkraut 
Cheese  -  processed 
Pork  fores  -  cured 
Tinned  apricots 
carrots 
corned  beef 
grape  fruit 
nilk  -  evaporated 
peaches 

peas  -  processed 
pilchards 
pineapples 
plunbs 

rice  -  creaned 
steak 

tongue  -  ox 

tomatoes 


found  to  be  unfit  for  food  on 


280  lbs 


2  " 

" 

341  " 

*7i  »i 

fa 

8f  pts. 
5t  lbs. 
\i  " 

1  " 

9  " 

2  »t 

1  " 

1  " 

12  " 
2±  " 


Slaughterhouse  &  Meat  Inspection 


Slaughtering  continued  increasingly  in  the  three  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  during  the  year  and  resulted  in  1 ,277  visits  being  paid  to  these 

premises. 


Detailed  inspections  of  each  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  carried 
out  and  recommendations  made  to  bring  them  more  into  line  with  modern 
requirements.  This  resulted  in  complete  and  extensive  alterations  at 
one  of  the  slaughterhouses  at  a  cost  approaching  £2,0CO.  The  other 
slaughterhouses  will  be  required  to  follow  this  example  when  more  is 
known  of  their  requirements  under  the  proposed  regulations. 

The  time  fast  approaches  when  a  full-time  inspector  will  be 
required  to  cope  with  the  throughput  of  these  premises. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


I 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

1 

Sheep 

& 

Lanbs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

2,649 

2,599 

62 

25,001 

2,186 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

m m 

12 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

173 

211 

— 

32 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

6.53 

8.19 

— 

0.1? 

0.59 

Tuberculosis  only: 

V7hole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

3 

— 

: 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

147 

412 

— 

- 

49 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.66 

15.96 

- 

- 

2.42 

The  following  amounts  of  meat  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  at 

the  slaughterhouses ;- 


Tons 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

Due  to  Tuberculosis; 

Carcase  neat 

2 

8 

101 

Offal 

5 

6 

16 

Due  to  Other  Disease; 

Carcase  neat 

19 

75 

Offal 

1 

7 

80 

Total 

10 

2 

48 

The  condemned  neat  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  an  approved 

trader. 
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SECTION  F. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (flats)  28 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  4 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  formally  or 

informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  166 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  infornal,  made  for 

the  purpose  456 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  96 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  7© 

(4)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  60 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-house3  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  service  of 
formal  notiCbS,  were  rendered  fit: 

(a)  5y  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts; 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  whioh  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  <3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936' 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  or  Closing  Orders  were  made  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  4- 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

"not  to  occupy"  were  accepted  by  the  local  authority  Nil 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1S3&: 

(1 )  Number  of  clearance  areas  represented  3 

(2)  Number  of  houses  concerned  in  (1)  71 

(3)  Number  of  areas  cleared  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  concerned  in  (3)  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  residents  displaced  in  (3)  and  (4)  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  houses  built  by  local  authority  to  re-hcuse 

residents  displaced  under  Clearance  Orders  Nil 

Housing  Acts,  11949-54  Improvement  Grants  - 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted: 

(a)  3y  private  individuals  to  local  authority  27 

(b)  By  local  authority  to  Ministry  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  or  other  buildings  affected  27 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  finally  approved  27 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  or  other  buildings  affected  27 

(iii)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  to  be  provided 

under  these  approved  Schemes  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  actually  completed 

during  the  year  Nil 

(d)  Any  other  action  taken  under  the  Act  Nil 


